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About Energy In Depth 

Á Launched jointly by the Independent Petroleum Assn. of 

America (IPAA) in 2009 

 

Á Key areas of emphasis: 

VOriginal Research 

VEducation 

VRapid Response 

 

ÁLibrary of fact sheets, infographics, and blog posts 

 

ÁBased in Washington, D.C.; EID field teams in six U.S. 

states 

 

ÁWidely regarded as the industryõs lead research and 

education initiative on all issues relating to onshore oil 

and gas development 
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Background 



The ôFrackingõ Issue: A (Very) Brief History 

As the U.S. oil and gas boom 

took off, focus was on 

hydraulic fracturing òfrackingó 
 

Many activist groups began to 

oppose fracking, especially 

following the controversial 

film Gasland 
 

Some ENGOs embraced 

natural gas as a òbridgeó fuel, 

campaigning for additional 

regulations instead of bans 
 

Support hinged on scarcity 

assumption 

ü Resource base limited length of 

bridge 
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 Scarcity No More 



  A òBridgeó Becomes a òSuper Highwayó 



The Debate Shifts 
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With natural gas (and oil) now 

abundant, many large ENGOs 

abandoned òbridgeó argument  

 

Problem 1: Research 

contradicted main claims (i.e. 

groundwater pollution) 

 

Problem 2: Gas slashed CO2 

 

üSupport oil and gas? No way! 

 

üHad to find new areas of focus 



The Dilemma, Visualized 
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1,254 mmt CO2 vs. 789 mmt CO2 



New Areas of Focus 



Methane 
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Gratuitous Debunk 
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Midstream 
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